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Opposition make an issue of a problem that they created 
 
The Opposition increasingly give the impression that they have nothing constructive 
to say and that they intend to devote their time to splitting hairs and nit-picking 
instead of concentrating on substantive issues. The latest statement by Housing 
Spokesman Edwin Reyes is a case in point. 
 
The fact that it has taken Mr Reyes a month to make an issue of an answer that he 
was given to a parliamentary question by Minister Charles Bruzon on 16th March, 
suggests that the issue itself cannot have been so important and that the GSD 
Opposition clearly have nothing better to do with their time. 
 
The Opposition should realise that what is astonishing is not the answer to the 
parliamentary question, but rather the very nature, content and timing of the question 
itself. Mr Reyes is mistaken to conclude that just because the Housing Waiting List 
for Gibraltarians living in Spain has not yet been proceeded with, at this precise 
moment in time, it means that the GSLP/Liberal Government has accepted that there 
are no Gibraltarians who are forced to live in Spain. 
 
The answer has already been supplied in Parliament where Housing Minister Charles 
Bruzon explained that the reality is that there are a number of people on the Housing 
Waiting List who provide local addresses but who live in Spain and that this is 
something that the previous administration must have also been aware of. Moreover, 
as Mr Bruzon said in Parliament at the time, the reality is that some of our people had 
to go and live in Spain because the GSD Government took much longer than they 
should have in the construction of adequate homes for them. 
 
Indeed, this policy failure was acknowledged even by Mr Caruana himself, who 
declared after the 2003 election that he had received a “wake up call, which I fully 
accept in relation to some of our shortcomings and delays in Housing.” It was 
precisely these shortcomings and delays in the provision of adequate housing for our 
people in a timely and evenly spread manner, over nearly sixteen years in office, that 
drove many Gibraltarians to live in Spain because they simply could not afford to live 
in Gibraltar. The fact that people are not prepared to declare that they live in Spain 
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and that they register for Housing at a Gibraltar address, often with friends or 
relatives, is common knowledge. 
 
Therefore, the position of the GSLP/Liberals in Government is the same as it was in 
Opposition. It is quite incredible that the Opposition should choose to make an issue 
about this when it is a problem that they created and which is still affecting many 
people today. 
 


